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EXT. FARVHOUSE

JOSHUA Bell wal ks toward the house, carrying two bal es of
hay. He sets it down and takes a rest.

A few nonents |ater, WALTER Bell cones up to the house. He
is also carrying two bal es. He approaches his son.

WALTER
You fi ni shed?
JOSHUA
WALTER
It’s the last |load, let’s keep

novi ng.

WALTER noves off toward a large barn with a treeline on one
side. JOSHUA picks up his bale and foll ows.

| NT. BARN

WALTER drops his bales in a corner of the barn. JOSHUA
foll ows behind and drops his bale on top.

WALTER
Son, |’ m concerned about you.

JOSHUA
And there it is.

WALTER
You nust admt that you haven’'t
been working as hard as you used
to.

JOSHUA
There isn’'t anything wong with ny
wor k, Father. You have no reason to
be concer ned.

WALTER steps in front of JOSHUA and stops. JOSHUA pulls up
short.

WALTER
Ch, | don’'t? Then tell nme why | had
to ask you three times to mlk the
cows and finally had to do it
nyself? O why | found Al ton
mendi ng the fence | charged you to
do specifically?
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JOSHUA | ooks angrily at WALTER

JOSHUA
You want to know why? You stil
treat nme like a child! I’ m al nost
seventeen and you still treat ne
i ke a boy!

WALTER

Ah. This is about enlisting in the
Valley MIlitia.

JOSHUA goes qui et. He | ooks at WALTER

JOSHUA
So what if it is? | can enlist if
you allowed ne. Od Tomlet Garret
enlist and he’'s a year younger than

ne.
VWALTER

A d Tom al so has four other sons

and three daughters besides. | have

only one son. Wuld you deprive ne
of ny only child?

JOSHUA | ooks away from WALTER

WALTER
Li sten, Joshua, a soldier’'s life
isn"t the way the bards tell it.

It’s hard, tiring work. Mre so
than tending a farmand with |ess
rewar d.

JOSHUA shakes his head and | ooks off into the distance.
WALTER stares at himfor a nonent.

WALTER
| " mnot prom sing anything. But I
recogni ze that you' re becomng a
man. W'l | discuss it.

JOSHUA snorts in frustration.

JOSHUA
| know what that neans.

VWALTER
Ch, do you?
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JOSHUA
Yes. |t neans no.

JOSHUA wal ks out of the barn and toward the house. WALTER
stares off after himbefore closing up the barn.

| NT. DARKNESS

The area is fuzzy and gray. The canmera bounces up and down
in the darkness.

ACE (V.0O)
Way woul d you do this? Wiy woul d
you give yourself over to thenf

SPADE (V. O
| want revenge. They offered the
means, and the price was worth it.

The scene begins to clear up.

EXT. BEACH

W& open up on a beach nearby a coastal city. W see two nen
standi ng on the beach, blades drawn, with two bodi es near by
one of them One of the nen is covered in bl ood.

ACE
What do you nean revenge Spade? W
did not do anything to you?

SPADE
You did nothing you say? Bast ard!
You took everything fromnme! My
ship, nmy honor, and alnost ny life!

SPADE charges at ACE and the two clash swords briefly before
ACE backs away.

ACE
Can’t you see that they are just
usi ng you? Even if you kill ne.

Even if you get this revenge of
yours, they won't let you go.

SPADE
| know.
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SPADE once again charges at ACE but this time before
reaching himraises his off hand. Fromit bursts a rope,

cl oaked in shadow. It grabs ACE by the ankle and SPADE
throws himto the ground. SPADE positions hinself over ACE,
his sword point at ACE' s throat.

SPADE
It’s over Ace. Now be a good first
mat e and di e!

SPADE t hrusts at ACE but he gets his sword up just in tinme
to block it. ACE uses his blade to force SPADE back and then
qui ckly cuts the rope and gets back up.

ACE
Was that the extent of the nmagic
t hey gave you, captain? |I’'m
di sappoi nted. | thought the Gods
were stronger than this.

SPADE
No, that was only a taste.

A shadow suddenly envel opes SPADE. After a few nonents it
di ssi pates and SPADE now appears to be one of the corpses.

ACE
(taken aback)
What ?! Why do you | ook |ike Jack?

SPADE
| do not just |look |ike him

SPADE charges again, this time using a nore acrobatic
fighting style. He junps behind ACE before he can react and
cuts himdiagonally down from his shoul der.

When ACE turns around to retaliate he finds that SPADE has
changed appear ance agai n.

ACE
D anond?

ACE reacts just in tinme to avoid being inpaled on SPADE s
bl ade. He stunbl es backward.

ACE
s this how you killed them Spade?
You made them fight each other to
t he deat h?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

SPADE
Yes. It was quite fun actually.
Hearing them screamin both agony
and bew | dernment. | al nost wanted
tolet themlive, so that |I could
enjoy the pain a bit |onger.

ACE
Monst er!

ACE blindly rushes towards SPADE but is caught by anot her
shadow rope. He is quickly wapped up as he attenpts to cut
t hrough one. SPADE returns to his natural appearance.

SPADE
Your |oyalty betrays you Ace.
You’ ve made this all too easy for
ne.

ACE
Spade pl ease, see the truth. W did
nothing to you. You abandoned us.

SPADE
Fool! You left ne to die after the
Morovi an raid we botched. | escaped

only because of the power the CGods
bestowed to ne.

ACE
No no, Spade that’s not how it
happened. You left us...

SPADE thrusts his sword into ACE's heart. As ACE bl eeds out
SPADE suddenly grabs his head in pain as the scene begins to
grow fuzzy and dark agai n.

| NT. DARKNESS

Once again the scene is grayed out and silent, aside from
t he sound of waves.

JACK (V. O
W have to abandon shi p!

ACE (V. Q)
No, we can beat them Jack

DI AMOND (V. 0)
What do you think we shoul d do,
capt ai n?

The scene begins to clear.



EXT. SH P DECK

We see a sweeping view of two ships |ocked in naval conbat.
The vi ew cones down and we focus in on SPADE, on the deck.

SPADE
Report!

A crew nmenber approaches hurriedly.

CREWVAN
Capt ai n Spade, we’ve taken heavy
damage to port side. W cannot take
much nore sir.

SPADE
Damm it! Go get me Jack, Ace, and
D anond. Tell themto neet ne in
t he navi gati on room

The crew nmenber rushes off as SPADE heads toward the
navi gati on room
| NT. NAVI GATI ON ROOM

W fade into a large room with a circular table with chairs
in the center. On the table rests a map and a conpass.

SPADE i s standing over the table when DI AMOND, JACK, and ACE
enter the room

JACK

You wanted to see us captain?
SPADE

Yes. | want to know what you three

t hi nk we shoul d do here?

JACK
We have to abandon shi p!

ACE
No, we can beat them Jack.

SPADE
How do you propose we do this Ace?
They have us out manned and
cannon- | ess.

ACE
They’ ve stopped firing their
cannons and have focused on

( MORE)
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ACE (cont’d)
boarding. If we can sneak soneone
onto their ship and capture their
captain, we can w n.

SPADE sits in one of the chairs and thinks.

DI AMOND
What do you think we shoul d do,
capt ai n?

SPADE sits up.

SPADE
| agree with Ace. You three go and
attack their ship. I'll stay and
rally the crew

ACE
(sal ute)
Yes sir!

The three wal k out of the room

SPADE foll ows shortly afterward. However, he heads towards
the lifeboats. The scene grows fuzzy once nore as he boards
one.

| NT. SHED

JOSHUA opens up the shed and enters. A large Col den Eagle
screeches in response. JOSHUA grabs a heavy | eather glove
and puts it on.

JOSHUA
Yes Gal os, |’ m here!

He goes over to the eagle and carefully unties himfromthe
perch. GALCS screeches again and noves fromthe perch to the
gl oved hand.

JOSHUA
Trust ne, bird, you aren’t the only
one who’s being made to wait.

GALCS regards JOSHUA intently. JOSHUA goes to a bag and puts
the strap over his head. He takes GALCS and wal ks out of the
shed.



EXT. FI ELDS

JOSHUA wal ks through the field with GALOS in hand, searching
for birds to hunt. A rustle is heard behind them

CAl TLI N
(V.0.)
Cat ch sonet hi ng?

He turns and sees a teenage girl in working clothes wal ki ng
toward him

JOSHUA
Caitlin. You look like you finished
in the fields.

CAI TLI N

| was headi ng back to get ny
t hi ngs, then go hone. And you?

JOSHUA
|’ m not headi ng back yet. Gal os
still needs a bit nore exerci se.
CAI TLI' N
We coul d go back together after
Gal os is done. Besides, | |ove
watching himfly. If you don’t
m nd?
JOSHUA
|’d i ke that.

They start wal ki ng. JOSHUA keeps | ooking for birds to hunt.
Every so often, he sneaks a glance at CAITLIN

CAl TLI N
You seem tense, Joshua.

JOSHUA
Am | ?

CAI TLIN
(1 aughi ng)
Stop being so obtuse. You re al ways
gui et when there’ s sonething
bot heri ng you.

JOSHUA

| suppose there is sone one
bot hering ne.
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CAI TLIN
Your father refuse to let you join
the MIlitia?

JOSHUA nods.
JOSHUA
He said we’d "discuss"” it. Wich
means he’'ll tell ne why it’s not a
good idea and refuse to listen to
ne.
CAI TLI N

Mlitialife isn't all glory.

Garret is away nost of the year and
the tension with Morovia is getting
worse. | also hear there' s nore
bandit raids this year, attacking
villages |like ours.

JOSHUA
You sound like you're on ny
father’ s side.

CAl TLI N
| think I am

JOSHUA | ooks stunned and a little angry.

CAI TLIN
Don't | ook so mad. After all, if
you go away, we won't be
spendi ng rmuch time together.

CAl TLI N wal ks ahead and turns.

CAI TLI N
At |east, not as nuch as |'d |ike.

She wal ks on. JOSHUA, at a |l oss for words, noves to catch
up. A pigeon is startled fromthe underbrush. JOSHUA | ooses
GALCS and the eagle flies off after it.

CAI TLI'N
Onh look at himfly!

JOSHUA
He’' s a decent enough hunter,
suppose.

CAI TLIN
Decent?! Don’t be ridicul ous! I
doubt there are ten hunting birds

( MORE)
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CAI TLIN (cont’ d)
in the country that could match
hi m

JOSHUA
You' re the fal coner’s daughter.

They wat ch GALOS' hunt of the pigeon.

CAI TLI N
You' ve never told me how he cane to
you.

JOSHUA
| haven't?

CAI TLI'N
No, you haven’t.

JOSHUA
Well, it’s not nmuch of a story.

CAI TLI N
(teasingly)
Tell me anyway. O el se.

JOSHUA
O else what?

CAI TLIN
O else | tell ny father you pay
for leather straps |ike everyone
el se. No nore handouts because |
i ke you.

GALCS brings down the pigeon. JOSHUA and CAI TLIN run over
and get the birds. JOSHUA secures GALOS to his gl ove.

JOSHUA
Renenber that storm four years ago?
The really bad one?

CAI TLI N
Yes.

JOSHUA
My father and I were in our cellar
when we heard sonet hing crash
t hrough the w ndow panel s. When
went up to see, | found Gl os.
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CAI TLIN
| renenber the first tine you
brought himto ny father. He was
young, barely able to hunt.

JOSHUA
| fed himstrips of rabbit. W
didn’t think he'd |l ast the night.

JOSHUA | ooks at GALOS. The eagle stares intently at himfor
a nmonment, then | ooks around the field.

CAI TLI N
Way did you nane him Gal os?
JOSHUA
Dunno. Just seened right.
CAI TLI' N
(wyly)
Real | 'y?
JOSHUA
Honest. After he’'d been with us a
few days, | naned him | guess the

name just cane to ne.

CAlI TLI N
It’s a perfect nanme for him It’s
as if he chose it hinself.

JOSHUA
Now who’ s being ridicul ous?

The two | augh and make their way back to the house.

EXT. FOREST NI GHT

SPADE suddenly awakens, startled. He grabs his chest with
one hand and rubs his eyes with the other. H's hand cones
away w th bl ood.

He | ooks around and sees a downed tree, with one of his
ropes attached to it.

SPADE
That dream again.

Al nost i nmedi ately SPADE finds hinself surrounded by
dar kness.
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UNKNOWN VO CE
Ah, nightmares again, Hand of Hell?

SPADE
You ask that each night? | haven’'t
had a peaceful sleep since | took
your deal .

UNKNOWN VO CE
| just want to make sure you re ok
Now, you should take this
opportunity to continue your
assi gnnent .

SPADE
| know. | heard a runor about a
border village being attacked. He
may have been residing there.

UNKNOWN VO CE
Good, good. You know what to do.
W' || be in touch.

The darkness fades away from SPADE.

SPADE
| can only hope he's still nearby.

SPADE nakes his way deeper into the forest.

| NT. FARVHOUSE

JOSHUA wakes to a roomon fire. He | ooks around the roomin
conf usi on.

JOSHUA
Fat her!? Where are you!?

He runs out into the upper floor hallway. The house is
beginning to go up in flames. JOSHUA nakes to go down the
stairs.

GALCS
No, Joshua! Don’t go down!

He turns and sees GALCS sitting on the floor. The eagle
seens unperturbed by the fire.

JOSHUA
Gal 0os? How did you-
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GALCS
| can explain later, but don’t go
down those stairs.

JOSHUA stares at the eagle in disbelief.

JOSHUA
You can tal k? How can-

GALGCS
There’s no tinme! Hurry, follow nel

GALCS flies to a roomon the opposite end of the hallway.
JOSHUA st ands confused for a nmonent, then follows him

The room has not been touched by the fire. GALCS perches on
a window sill. JOSHUA enters and shuts the door. He regards
GALCS with disbelief before going to the w ndow.

JOSHUA
Gal os, what’s going on?

GALCS
Bandits. Many of them They cane to
the village in the night. W need
to escape.

JOSHUA
What about ny father?

GALCS
He's safe and out of the house.
Now, we need to get away. W can
use this w ndow.

JOSHUA
kay.

JOSHUA opens the wi ndow and clinbs out. GALCS follows after
hi m
EXT. FARVHOUSE

JOSHUA cl i nbs down fromthe roof and | ands on the ground.
GALCS | ands on his shoul der.

GALGCS
Keep Iow. There are a few bandits
around. Make for the barn.

JOSHUA mekes quickly for the tree line side of the barn,

keeping his head low. He is alnpbst there when a BANDI T' s
voi ce sounds behind him
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BANDI T
Hey, who's there!?

JOSHUA qui ckly darts around the side of the barn. He cones
up short as he alnobst runs into WALTER

WALTER
Joshual

WALTER | ooks at JOSHUA, then | ooks up at the sound of arned
nmen approachi ng. He grabs a | ength of wood.

WALTER
(whi speri ng)
Make for the woods! Don’t stop!

He pauses.

WALTER
| | ove you, son

WALTER charges out. He sees the BANDI T and rushes him He
t akes hi m down, but two nore cone at him Eventually, WALTER
i s subdued by the arnmed nen.

JOSHUA stealthily watches this fromthe side of the barn. He
flinches as GALCS tightens his grip slightly.

GALCS
Joshua. W have to go.

JOSHUA
| can’t just |eave himhere.

GALCS
If we don't, we'll be found. W can
cone back after they’ ve gone. W
nmust nove.

JOSHUA | ooks at his now captive father for a | ong nonment.
Finally, he turns away and carefully slips into the woods.
EXT. BURNED VI LLAGE, NI GHT

SPADE exits out into a burned village. The wreckage
crunbling around him There are no corpses to be found.

SPADE starts searching through the village. He stops after a
coupl e of m nutes.
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SPADE
There are no signs of any survivors
having fled. Perhaps | was wong...

Just then SPADE notices a set of footprints. He wal ks over
and exam nes them

SPADE
These don’t match the boot prints
fromthe weckage. It nust be himn

SPADE darts back into the forest.

EXT. WOODS

JOSHUA goes qui ckly through the woods. W see GALGCS flying
cl ose behind, manuevering between trees and branches.

After a while, JOSHUA cones to a halt. He finds a | og and
sits, catching his breath. GALOS | ands next to him

GALCS
Are you tired?
JOSHUA
Yes.
GALCS
Wait here. I'lIl find a safe pl ace.

GALCS flies off into the woods. JOSHUA sits, |ooking back
toward where they cane. GALOCS returns after a few m nutes
and flies back to the |og.

GALCS
There is a tree a few yards away
where we can rest.

JOSHUA
Lead the way.
GALCS takes off and JOSHUA follows. They cone to a |l arge
oak. JOSHUA clinbs the tree and finds a large linb 20 feet
up. He reclines against the main trunk. GALCS flies to a

near by branch and | ands.

GALCs
You shoul d get some rest.

JOSHUA
| don’t think I could sleep.
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GALCS
That i s under st andabl e.

JOSHUA turn his head and | ooks at GALCS.

JOSHUA
| can’t believe this.

GALCS
What do you nean?

JOSHUA
| nmean that I'mtalking with ny
hunti ng eagl e.

GALCS shakes hinself inirritation, then cal ns down.

GALCS
Consi dering the circunstances, |
will et that go. However, from
this nonent on, | am not your
eagle. | amny own eagle.
JOSHUA
| ve never seen an eagle talk
bef ore.
GALCS
| doubt you ever will again.
JOSHUA
How do you do it? Talk, | nean.
It’s not as if you have a nouth.
GALCS
| can speak wi thout needing a
nout h.
JOSHUA

Conveni ent .

GALCS
| ndeed.

JOSHUA turns away and stares off into the woods. There is a
Il ong silence. GALOS is getting ready to rest when JOSHUA
turns to himagain.

JOSHUA
Are you a denon?

GALCS cones awake and | ooks sharply at JOSHUA
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GALCS
Excuse me?

JOSHUA
Are you a denon? |’ ve heard that
denons can pretend to be anything
they want. That they take different
shapes.

GALCs
No, | amnot a denon. Denons do not
keep their shape for so |ong.

JCOSHUA
VWhat ?

GALCS fl aps over and perches on JOSHUA s tree |inb.

GALCS
If | were a denon, you would have
known | ong before this. You ve
cared for me. You' ve seen ne hunt,
feed, and groom | am in al
respects, an eagle.

JOSHUA
Except for the talking.

GALCS
| ama very special eagle.

JOSHUA
| ndeed.

There is a long sil ence.

JOSHUA
So, what happens now?

GALCS
Now we go for the Mlitia
headquarters. They nust be told
about this. This attack was too
qui ck, too well organized to be a
sinple bandit raid. | fear this is
only the begi nning of sonething
nor e.

JOSHUA nmakes no response. GALOS | ooks over and sees that
JOSHUA is asl eep. GALCS | ooks out over the forest, keeping
wat ch.



18.

EXT. FOREST NI GHT

SPADE noves through the forest. After a few nonents he
st ops.

SPADE
Damm it! | won’t find himat this
rate. No choice then | guess.

SPADE puts his hand on the ground and a shadow begins to
formaround it. He hears the sound of a hawk flying through
the forest. The shadow di ssi pat es.

SPADE | ooks up and sees the hawk circling over a part of the
forest.

SPADE
Perfect! He's given away his
posi ti on.

SPADE nmakes his way toward where the hawk i s overseei ng but
stops short. He sees a young man sitting on a stunp, | ooking
into the sky.

SPADE silently nakes his way toward the nman.

EXT FOREST

JOSHUA sits on a stunp, waiting for GALOS to return. W see
SPADE circling JOSHUA, regarding himintently. JOSHUA is
unawar e of SPADE

SPADE pl aces his arnms out toward JOSHUA. A dense fog seeps
fromhis hands and encircles JOSHUA. He stands up and starts
| ooki ng around wi | dly.

JOSHUA
VWho' s therel ?

SPADE noves cl oser to JOSHUA, draw ng his sword.

SPADE shouts and charges toward JOSHUA. JOSHUA qui ckly
tunbl es out of the way and retreats. He sees the sword in
SPADE’ s hand and | ooks around. He finds a thick branch and
hol ds it out defensively.

JOSHUA

Who are you!? What do you want!?
SPADE

That is sonething you need not

know.
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JOSHUA
Are you Mrovian!?

SPADE
No no. Consider ne a freel ancer. |
have no nati on.

JOSHUA
A bandit then. If you want nopney,
we don’t have it.

SPADE
VWhat do you nean we? | see only you
and |.
JOSHUA hesi t at es.
SPADE

It nmatters not.

s blade into the

SPADE conmes at JOSHUA agai n, thrusting hi
ck flip of his sword

branch JOSHUA is holding. Wth a qui
SPADE di sarns JOSHUA.

SPADE | aughs mani acally as he sl owy advances on JOSHUA. He
retreats further, |ooking around for GALOS. He tries to
avoi d SPADE. SPADE toys with JOSHUA, feigning attacks toward
hi m

SPADE
This? This is the great nage | was
sent to kill? A child, unable to
hol d his own agai nst nere human
tactics, let alone the power | can
wi el d.

SPADE rushes JOSHUA and brings himto the ground.

JOSHUA
Gal os! Hel p!

SPADE stops. He gazes intently at JOSHUA.

SPADE
Gal 0s?

A | oud, boom ng voice speaks and i ndi scerni ble word and
SPADE falls to his knees, grasping his chest. Wth a few
Wi ng beats, GALCS glides to JOSHUA and stares at SPADE

SPADE

(pai nful ly)
So you're the one | was to kill?
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GALCs
Listen to nme very carefully,
rakesh. | don’t know who you are,

but | know who sent you. Those who
sent you did not tell you
everything, so | wll.

GALCS junps up to SPADE s shoul der and digs his talons into
t he shoul der. SPADE spasns in pain.

GALCS
| am not some hel pl ess target to be
hunted by an abom nation. | have
seen nore than you could ever
i magi ne.

GALCS | ooks over at JOSHUA and regards him

SPADE forces hinself to stand up, surprising GALOCS and
JOSHUA.

SPADE

(pai nful ly)
Then | can save you sone

expl anation. You know who | work

for and | know who you hunt. | know
where they’' Il be and | can hel p you
end t hem

JOSHUA | ooks from SPADE to GALCS

GALCs
| assure you, ghoul, if I was
hunti ng, they woul d al ready be
dead. You don’t know as nuch as you
t hi nk you do.

GALCS rel eases SPADE and the pain in his chest goes away.
GALCS flies over to JOSHUA s shoul der.

GALCS
Let’s go, Joshua.

GALCS | ooks intently at SPADE
GALCS
If | ever see you again, rakesh,
you won’t get a second chance.
Leave this land. You have fail ed.

SPADE stares back at GALOS
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SPADE
Your arrogance betrays you, nage.
You protect a child instead of
gathering allies. You will regret
not having ny help.

Bef ore GALCS can react. SPADE sunmons anot her fog and
di sappears into the forest.

EXT. WOODS

JOSHUA and GALCS are canped beside a fire. JOSHUA i s pensive
and neither are speaking.

JOSHUA
Who was that?

GALCS | ooks to JOSHUA, then to the fire. He doesn’t say
anything for a | ong nonent.

GALCS
A rakesh. A ghoul

JOSHUA
CGhoul ? I’ve heard of those. Aren’t
t hey denons who possess hunan
bodi es?

GALCS
Cl ose. They are human bei ngs who
are brought back by twisting their
true name.

JOSHUA
Their true nane?

GALCs
The secret name given to all beings
by the Immortal Enperor. Witten in
Prime, nmeant to be sacrosanct.

JOSHUA
Prime? What is Prine?

GALCS sighs. He turns to | ook at JOSHUA and regards him
i ntensely.

GALCS
What | am about to say goes far
beyond everything you know,
farnmboy. It is knowl edge that magi
and scholars would give their right

( MORE)
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GALCS (cont’ d)
armto know. Normally, | would not
speak of it. But if that...thing
intends to pursue us, then you need
to know. | ask that you do not
speak of it to anyone el se.

JOSHUA nods and |i stens.

GALCS
Prime is the | anguage and al phabet
the Imortal Enperor used to make
the universe. It gives all things
meani ng and form To use an
anal ogy, Prine is the skel eton,
muscl e and |ifeblood of all
exi st ance.

JOSHUA
| ncl udi ng ne?

GALCS
Yes. Wien the Enperor nanes, it
conmes into being. Al things are
because they are naned.

JOSHUA
VWhat does that have to do with the
ghoul ?

GALCS

When the Enperor nanmed this world,
it was the last world he nmade. As a
menent o, he all owed human bei ngs
the ability to change Prinme. Though
they could never wite with it or
erase it, they could manipulate it.

GALCS takes a pause before continuing.

GALCS
There were sone who were jeal ous of
this world and sought to take this
ability for thensel ves. Wen they
tried, instead of manipulating it,
they twisted it. Corrupted it. And
becane corrupted thensel ves.

JOSHUA
s that what this...rack-esh is?
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GALCS
No. Those are what you call denons.
A rakesh is nade by a denon from
the corpse of a recently killed
human bei ng. The deceased becones a
twi sted shell of what they once
wer e.

EXT. FOREST NI GHT
GALCS
(V.0)
And no idea of what they’ ve becone.
SPADE runs through the forest. He notices a cave nearby and
t akes refuge.
| NT. CAVE
SPADE col | apses agai nst a cave wall, grabbing his chest, in
clear pain. A few seconds |ater to pain fades away and SPADE

stands up, spitting out a bit of bl ood.

Suddenly SPADE is enveloped in a whirling darkness. A hand
reaches out and grabs himby the throat.

UNKNOWN VO CE

(Boom ng)
Why have you failed us, Hand of
Hel | ?!
SPADE

(struggling)
It’s all part of the plan.

The hand | ets go of SPADE.

UNKNOWN VO CE
(Boom ng)
We did not instruct you to come up
w th any plans, Hand of Hell. Now
expl ai n your failure.

SPADE
| did not anticipate the turn of
events. You did not tell me Gal os
was not hunan.

UNKNOMWN VO CE
(Boom ng)

( MORE)
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UNKNOMN VO CE (cont’ d)
This is why you are supposed to
exam ne the target. W are not
ommi sci ent.

SPADE
You sent me to die. That mage coul d
have destroyed ne with a thought.

The hand wraps around SPADE s throat again.

UNKNOWN VO CE

(Boom ng)
How dare you question our judgnent.
We shoul d finish you for what
failure you ve brought. However, we
woul d i ke to hear what you have
pl anned for them before we decide
your fate.

The hand rel eases SPADE and he drops to one knee, gasping
for air.

SPADE
| will lead themto the coast. They
wi |l have no where to run when

t heir backs are agai nst the great
ocean. There you can anbush them
easily.

SPADE hears nothing, as if the voice is waiting to hear
nor e.

SPADE
Gal os is both powerful and
intelligent. | know | can’t

convince himto follow nmy "advice".
| can, however, nmanipulate the
child, Joshua. He is terrified of
me and | can push himinto a corner
where he’ll have no choice but to
listen.

There is a distinct change in the voice, going fromthe
boom ng of before to a nore whi spery one.

UNKNOWN VO CE
(whi sper)
Good, good. That is what | like to
hear, my child. If | may suggest
one nore thing. You should travel
their path and hel p them gat her
allies, our allies. There are nany

( MORE)
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UNKNOMWN VO CE (cont’ d)
humans that still worship us or owe
us favors.

SPADE
Ah, | see. Perfect. If their only
allies are ours, then they will not
have any possibility of success.

However, | need to know one thing.

UNKNOMWN VO CE

(whi sper)

Yes?

SPADE
| need to know that you will allow
me freedomin execution in this
task. I need to know that | can do

what i s necessary.

There is a | ong pause as the darkness starts to fade.
UNKNOWN VO CE
(whi sper)

Yes. Now go, Hand of Hell. This

di scussion is over.
The whirling darkness dissipates and SPADE is left in the
cave, alone. He slunps to the ground and passes out.
| NT. DARKNESS

Everything is fuzzy and gray. nuffled noises can be heard,
but not hi ng conprehensible is said.

After a few nonents the scene begins to clear.

EXT. BEACH

The scene opens up on a coastal beach. SPADE has | ust
i npal ed ACE and has grabbed his head.

After a nonment the pain subsides and SPADE falls to his
knees. He | ooks at ACE s body and is shocked.

SPADE
Ace? Ace? What have | done?

SPADE get up and wal ks around the beach and notices JACK and
DI AMOND s cor pses.
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SPADE
No. Not you two as well.

SPADE falls to his knees agai n.
SPADE
Wiy? Wiy can’t | renmenber doing
this? What am | becom ng?
SPADE st ands up.

SPADE
Conme out! Explain what | am

As if on conmmand a fam liar darkness surrounds SPADE. The
scene grows fuzzy once nore and fades to bl ack.
| NT. CAVE
SPADE wakes.
SPADE
That child is the key to
everything, especially ny freedom
SPADE unsheat hes hi s bl ade.
SPADE
And when I'mfree, | wll avenge
your deat hs, conrades.

END



